Wearcs Silenced: 


OR), TIYE {| 


:VIL and DANGER 


OF 


Prophane Swearing 


ERJURY, 


DEMONSTRATED 


many Arguments and Exam-, 
les of Gods dreadful Judgments apon 
Sinful SWearers. 


"THO. DOOLITTEL, Mioiſter| 
of the Goſpel, M. A, 


"ew m— 0:55 foes 6515 az950y.Phocilid. 
= Sib 0 vexovs — 
" #]et Tecov (ey hone, — Homer. 04. 14. 
ploſtomi dilemma, ( de ſtatuis, Orat. 15.) 6} 
hy: {bers 07s aanYus toy 6 avig, wh tmgd- 
p Jens Tov erdynay : & os vids 371 LEE 
ty ha f ErEYXgOs $7ICQKEl Ve 


LONDON, 


_ for Fontthan Greenwood 
dare o + fold by Tho, Parkhurſt, at the Bible 


nd zbree Crown? at the lower end of Cheapſide, 


__—_— 
OR 


- _—_ hs | $2 Pas el Pa 
THE 


ww 
SEN 
. 


near AM: — 1689. aÞ N 


— 


——_— —_—_ 


ES 


Wha 
Cad 


" FX WES; 
x5 43 


_— OO - 7 : *F - & «> A pa ) 
E IC; 2.ke wr 3 


Liberal READERS 
That Fear an 
Sepath Eating with ty ſelf how 
; the difficulty of : getting 
this ſmall Book mmifo the 
hands of ſuch as are yuib 
ty of Swearing might be 
F removed : I determgined 
tb propoſe to ſome of my Friends and 
Iequaiatance that they would buy 4 cer- 
un Number of them, and freely give 
Ithem with their own hands, or according 


to their direction, to ſuch as were addiit- 
a to this Sin, whether poor and cannot, 


A 2 uot 


f careleſs of their future ſtate and will 


To the Reader. 
not buy : Who moved with the confſiae- 
ration, how this Sin abounds, Gods holy | $ 
Name thereby is prophaned, and guilt. | / 


contraited on the Swearers ſoul, ani f 
what comfort and joy it would admi- p 
niſter to any to be inſtrumental to re- | ® 

41 


clalm, if but ſome of them, did with 
great chearfulneſs and readineſs of 
mind conſent thereto, ſome to ' give [/# 
one hundred, ſome two, where and to | 
whom they themſelves thought mo# con- ſet 
wvenient in City or Countrey, which are | 
to be delivered to them, to be diſtributed 
by them : Which worthy Example 1 
thought good here to propound to excite | 
others to imitate them. : ſod 
Levit. 5. 1. If a Soul fin, and hear | 7 
the voice of Swearing, and is a'wit- feſp 
neſs, whether he hath ſeen or known 
of it, if he do not utter it, / zhat is 
ſhew the evil of it to him that Swear- 
eth, by Reproof and Admonitien, ) ſhall j%* 
bear his Iniquity, ( chat is, jhal tel(® S 
guilty of his ſin and puniſhment ) 15 ſom 
expound this Text ; To prevent thi 7, 4. 
| 2uilt, 'h/ 


| 
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i 
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To the Reader. 
guilt, do you as boldly Reprove them, 
get with meekneſs and compaſſion, as 
they do boldly Swear :- Or if you be 
bukward thereanto, have this Book of 
little price about you, or ſome better, 
and pive it to them, engaging them to 
read it : For if you can prevail with 
ſuch to uſe means for their Convidts- 
| on, and bring them to reaſon with them- 
ſelves about gr nckes prattice, though 
it be greatly diſbonourable to God, and 
pernicious to their own Souls, yet it" is 
wt ſo deeply radicated in their Hearts, 
| nor ewiſted with their worldly Iutereſt,nor 
ſo delightful to the fleſh, as Drunkenneſs, 
(ovetouſneſs, Uncleannefs,. and ſenſual 
feſb-pleaſing is, and therefore there is the 


: "ena hope 4 hey may be perſ: waded F 1-4 


leave it : And though the forſaking of 


| this Sin, if they be wnder the reigning 


| power of the other, will not be available 
to Satvation, yet if we gain ( by this, 
r ſome other T reatiſes about this raging 
mn) a Reformation in this point, and 


4 by ſome other ſpiritual W, eapons taken 


| | Out 


en Me worn 70 ated a 


To the Reader. ; 
out of Gods armoury uſed againſt mare Fi 
Peſu-pleaſu £ fins, fas might be bea- [3 
en out of tis frong holds, and captive |** 
Sinners {et free, Earth wauld nut beſo 
like to Hell, nor theſe groſs ſins {0 mub || 
throme of Grace ig compalſion ta the" 
Souls of Men, 4s deſirous of the Re-| 
Pentapce and Converſion of rheſe with 
ful Offenders ; that whereas now thy] 
Swear and Blaſpheme, it might be {ad 
Behold, they Pray ! For which young [ul 
reckow there will be the concurrent Pro” 
ers of him who hath writtes this in Lox 
fo Sauls, tbat " may be Flag fron [| 
eternal Miſery, .a84 brought to eve yhe 
teſting Happineſs. 


—_— 
— 


F Im. % 


« * 
+2 
- 


y WEARER Silene'd. 


SECT: L 
The Introduttion. 


HE awful Reverence of the tre- 

mendous Name of the Erernil 

glorions God, the odious Na- 

ture of, this Sin of Swearins, 

{ ol it is Prophaned, the infinite di- 
kmce berwixt this Soveraign Jehovali'and 

the abuſers of his ' holy Name, even the 
Azreateſt of them.z the frequent Commiſli- 

; D dn; of this ſin, in "Markers, Taverns, Ale- 
Shouſes,” open Streets and Shops, by Men, 
Women, and Children ; the grear Paniſh« 
Ment: thereby deſerved, ths Neceſſicy of 
\epentance, or the certainty of Damna- 
Jin. to be inflicted for ir, the ſeldom 
Hf ſfrcting apainſt it, if compared with 
rant hourly aQling of it; the abun. 

4 Fx dan 
| . 
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dant guilt contracted not only by the Swear. 
er on himſelf, but on the- hearer that 
doth not reprove him for it, which is. too 
often ; the daring Provocation given ty 
God, and yet the patient forbearance 
of this provoked, jaſt and powerful Lord, 
that. though he can, yet doth not firike 
theſe Swearers dumb, or dead, ard ſend 


them immediately to the Damned too, 1s \ 
ſoon as theſe Oaths are uttered by them, 


( if peradventure God will give ſome of 


them Repentance, that they might be reco- | 


vered out of the ſnares of the Devil, and 
Gods long-ſuffering might prove Salvation 
to ſome, _—_ not to all, ) hath determi 
ned my though 

my fluctuating mind, I could not quietly 
ſleep ; the con{ciouſnels of mine own inabt- 
lity to grapple with ſuch a reigning, rageing 


and abounding fin on the one hand ; and the 
ſenſe of Gods diſhonour, the danger of theſe 


{wearing-ſinners Soulson the other hand, im- 
preſſed on my heart, cauſed me to wait for 
the morning light ; when, moſt holy Lord,[ 


did with haſte betake my felf ro thy Throne |'# 
of Mercy, begging thy direction,and then re || 
ſolved tolay whar I could do inthis matterat | 1 


thy feet, hoping thou wouldſt pleaſe tolayi! 


on {ome offenders Conſciences : In which | 
' found 


ts to the publiſhing of this | 
lictie Manual ; which when I had taken ints | 


fooli 


| tee for this thy ſin, 


The Swearer folenc'd. is 


« | found great fatisfaction, though I did fore- 


fee I might for my endeavonr hecome the 
Drunken Swearers-ſong, and alſo by thy 
fronger Servants be accounted weak and 
for my unskilful management of 
ſo great a work, whom I do provoke as 
they tender the honour of thy Name, to 
bring forth their ſtronger reaſons to ſtop 
this mighty torrent thatoverflows the Lan: 


|Þat Lord thou knowelt it's not the reputa- 


tion of mine own (which is nothing) but che 


| Vindication , of the honour of thy Name, 


which to me, and all that love thee, make 
tobe all in all. 

Render, the Book that is brought unto 
thine hand, on purpoſe is bac {mall, that thou 


'4 mighteſt not fling it by ; wilt thou take the 


pains, and have ſo much patience as to 
read it all ? for all thou ſeeſt is bar little ;; 
wergh what thou readeſt, and if thou arr 


[4'Swearer, and canſt anſwer a/! that is 


brought _ thy praftice herein, Swear 
#; but if chere be bar oze Scripture or Ar- 
gument, thongh thou-ſhalt find more, which 
thou canſt make no defence againſt, :f thou 
Vit ſwear on, be it at thy peril ; and prepare 
by fortifying thy ſelf to bear the Paniſh- 
ment that,if nor by Men, yet by God, if not 
en Earth, yet in Hell ſhall be inflicted on 
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Praphane Swearers in their comma]. .. 


Diſcourſe either Swear by the true God; of 
by ſuch rhings or perſons that are not Gag, 
Firſt, T ſhall endeavour the,Conviction'd 
them thatin common Bilcourle prophanely 
Swear by the true God, and interlace al. 


moſt every fentence with ſome Oath, asbe.|. 
fore God, by God, .by Chriſt, by Gods wound; |. 


by their Maker, &c, with ſuch deſperate 
boldneſs, hardnels, fearleinefs of the great 
God, that ſuch Men on Earth exceed the 
Devils in Hell, who have ſo much Faith 


and Fear of God, as makes them trembe |! 
before him, 8nd at the knowledge, though |, 


and dread they have of h1m, which: is not in 
thee Swearing men, 7am. 2.19. The Dt- 
wvils believe and tremble. | 
Becauſe Swearing is a fin that is rifeq- 
monegſt the Ignorant, and Men of inferiour 
Education and Callings, as well as amongſt 
ſome of more Knowledge,. ( which aggrs- 
vates their ſin ). and of more liberal Educe-! 
tion,atd higher employments,[ ſhall accom- 
modate my dilicourle to the meanelt caps: 
city, that I may not loſe the end I aim at, 
And my firft task ſhall be te preſent the 
Swearer with twenty. Arguments againſt (hs 
ſin, conſilting of members or parts, {9.0p- 
poſire, that he cannot think of another { 
add to them, and leave him to his choige: 


- th 


jo tak 
prand 
convi 


Oath 


mon 
a, ot 
Gol, 
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L 
take which he will ; and if all have their 
rand Inconveniencies, I hope he will be 
convinced ſo far, as to repent of his pair 


on 'of £0" 

anely 0aths;atid Swear ( prophanely ) no more. 
"7" 1 | 400k > 
as be. |. 

unds,|- SECT. U. 

a Twenty Arguments again COLOR 
I the] Swearins. 

Faith] _ 

mbk [1-7 {ther thou owneſt and acknowledgeſt 
tight | ten Commandments written by God 
of in hmſelf,, and given to his ſervant Moles to be 


the 
this 
Of 
r {0 
ole 
[0 


| 


; 


| 4livered to his people for their abedience therg- 
Iuntoz: or thou dojt 


a a # 


#707; if not, thou contra- 
difteſc God and Moſes, and denielt Gods 
own matter of fact, Deut. 4. 13. And he 
declared unto you his Covenant, which he com- 


. | nanded you to perform, even ten Command- 


ents, and he wrote them upon two 1.ables of 


. | fone.  Deut. 10. 4. And he wrote on the 


Tables according to the firſt writius, the ten 
Gmmandments, which the Lord ſpake unto 
Jou-gn;the Adount, out of the midjt of the fire, 
the day of::he aſſembly, and the Lord gave 
the wnro me + The third mult be one of the 
ten, gr elle there remains bur: nine; and 
| thou art charged neither ro add nor dimi- 
Miſh, Der. 12. 32. Bur if thou doit own 
B and 


AY 


I 
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and acknowledge ten, of which the third 
muſt be one, behold, thou ſtandeſt convict 


' Ed by it asa tranſgreſſor, for in an hainous 


manner by thy often prophane Swearing, 


thou haſt raken Gods Name in vain ; for 
which the Lord will not hold thee guiltleſs; 
Clear thy ſelf if thou cant; if not, Repent 


and Reform. 


2, When the third Commandment is read 
in the aſſenbly, then, or at ſome other time, * 
ye Pray in theſe words, or to this effett, Lord 


have aercy upon us, and mcline our hearts 


70 keep this Law, or ye #o not : If not, ye 


be your own Witneſſes that ye Pray not to ' 

God that hz would have Mercy on you, 

and ſo might juſtly Petit witnout Mercy; If 
ho 


and that ye do not Pray for an Heart in- 


clin'd to keep this Commandment, and de- 
ferve that God ſhould give you up to a 
diſob2dient and rebellious Heart, and Pu-' 


niſh you for the want of that you would 
not Pray unto him for. If ye do Pray thus, 


and yer when off your Knees, not out of 


unavoidable infirmity, but by wilfulneſs and 


ſtubborn diſobedience ( ſuch as is) in Vo- 
luntary Prophane Swearing, you tranſgrels 


this Law, your Prayers are vairt babling, 


and an abomination unto God, Prov. 28. 9. 


He that turneth away his Ear from hearing 


(that is obeying ) the Law, even his ro 
| a 


third 
vict- 
nous 
ring 

for 
els; 


pent 
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| hal be an abomination. If ye Pray with the 
Tongue and not with the Hearr, that you 
might not take Gods Name in vain, and yet 
with the Tongue and Heart by Prophane 
Swearing in. ſuch a groſs and wilful man- 
ner take Gods Name in vain: What can 
you call ir, but a flattering of God with your 
lips, and baſe Hypocriſie ? 

3. Thou art a Man that art afraid to 
he, or thou art not : If thou dareſt nor lye, 
men in common diſcourſe ought to believe 
thee, and will ; if thou makeſt no Conſct- 
ace of Lying, no wiſe Man will give cre- 
dit to thy words for Swearing to them; 
for as is the Man, ſuch is the credit that is 
[a to his Teſtimony. A Man that is 

hown to be a Lyar will never get credit 


. 


{tohis Oath, but an Oath 1s credited be- 
' {ave of the honeſty of the Man. 
{tive in his word, need not ( commonly ) 
{ Swear, that he might be believed; a lye- 


A Man 


ing Man will not be believed, though he 
Swear : Be thou true or falſe in common 
Converſe, there is no need of Sweating, 


| and why wilc thou go to Hell for thar 


which is altogether needleſs ? 
4+ The matter of your talk with which you 

mingle an Oath is manifeſtly true, or falſe, 
o doubtful, : If manifeſtly falſe, and you 
Wear-it to be true, you are manifcſtly for- 
Fel B 4 {wora ; 
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tworn; if you Swear it to be falſe, when 
ir was manifeſtly ſo before, your Oath is 
needleſs; As likewiſe if it bs apparentl 
crue, if doubtful to the Swearer himlelt, 
tr Will nor bear an Oath ; for you ought 
ro twear nothing but what 1s true, and 
what you know to be true ; If doubtful to 


the hearer, ( obſerve we ſpeak not now of | 


Witne!s-bearing' about Matters of Fact in 
Judicatures ) it will be {uffictent to propoſe + 
| the evidences and reaſons of the thing, in 
Ks own nature fo apparent, that the aflent 
ef the hearer ſhall be gained to it without 
an Oath. An Oath is no Argument to help | 
a man to underſtand the nature, caule, and 
reaſon. of things 3 to ſwear to a thing which. + 
no Man crn deny ( as that two and two' 
make four ) is rtdiculous ; to Swear to bring. 
a Man over "to your Opinion, in a thing, 
dubious and difputable ( as whether the 


Moon is the caule of the ebbing and flowing | 


of the Sea )) is no convincing Evidence ; or 
that:ycur Wares are ſo good, and worth 
'{0 much as you ſwear they bez but if you 
ear. matter of Fact, they coſt you lo 
much, this will be taken notice of in ano- 
iher Argument, So thatin all cheſe Cales, 
Swearing 1s waſting of words, and needlels; 
aud why will you diſhonour God,and wrong 


your own Souls, by expoſing them to or 
| loſs 


on 


Iy, 
ev 


hen 
I is 
ntl 
elf, 
ght 
and 
| to 
y of | 
in 
ole * 
, In 
ent 
out 


elp | 
and 


ofs of. Heaven, and to the Damnation of . 
Hell by needleſs Oiths? Repentance is ne- 
eſſary for every Oath that is-needlels. 

F. Thou thinkeſt Men will believe thee 
mthout an Oa1h, or thou thinkeſt they will 
#1: Ifthoa thinkeſt they will,why ſhoaldſt 
tho Swear ?. if chog thankeft they will nor, 
Firſtthou hadſt herter be ſilent, than open 
thy Mouth with an Oath ; for wherefore 
 ſhouldſt thou ſpeak, if Men will not believe: 
thee ('as thou thinkeſt ) except thou wilr 
Swear to damn thy Soul ? is the thing in 
Fhichthoa wouldſt have them give credit 
tothy' words, of thar. importance that will 
rompen(are the loſs of thy Soul ?  Second- 


ich ? ly; When thou thinkeft Men will not be- 


wo 
ing 
ing, 
= 
ing 
or 
rh 
(0); 
It 
10s 
es, 
(s; 
ng 
the 
ols 


to them all, that thou tuſpecteſt thy telf ro 
betakenby them for a Lyar, wichout Swear= 
Ipimthy common Dilcourte, : which ren- 
' ders 4hee {till the more ſuſpicious to be 16 
m the judgment of wife and fober Men.. - 
' 6. Thou wouldſt have Men believe thee, 
of thou woxldſt not. + If not, thou arr not-iic 
forkumane. Society: [If thou wouldſt, thou 
 muſt':not Swear ' Ptophanely ; for why 
ould I. believe. that Man that makes. no 
Conſcience of lo great a fin, againſt luch a 
plain, exprels Command of God: 

7 Thas regardeſt thy Credit, and wauid($ 


| b» 4 
SY B 5 be 
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eve» thee withour 2n Oath, thou declareſt | 


+1 
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be taken {or a ſober, honeſk Man, or thou 
wonlaſt not : If not, who will regard thee ? 
if not, keep among thole of the tame ſtamp 
that thou wouldſt be taken to be of ; its 
pity ſober honeſt Men ſhould be grieved 
( to ſay no worſe ) with thy Company. If 


thou wouldeft, theo at as ſober honeſt men - 


do ; that is, Diſcourſe without ſuch Oaths, 
whereby thou wilt lofe thy credit, and the 
reputation of a fober Man. 

8. Thou conſidereſt what thou ſayeſt when 
in thy common Diſcourſe thou prophanely 
Smeareſ#, or thou doſt not : If not, thou art 
raſh 'and precipitant in thy words ; if thoy 
dof}, ( and yet Sweareſt ) behold, thou art 
2 bold, preſumptuous, God-dating Sinner. 

9. Thou canſt and doſt ſpeak, ſenſe and 
weaſon without theſe prophane Oaths, or thou 
eanft not, doft 10s - IF not, thou art un- 
worthy of the Name of a Man; for hath 


God pgtven reaſon to a Man, which he can; 


not uſe without ſuch fin? how long hath ſin 


been accounted fenle and reaſon, when it 


s againſt all right reaſon ?_ If thou canſt and 
doſt, there isno-need of an Oath to fillup 
ahe ſenie 3 nay, ſhouldſt 'thou put in! thy 
Cat or Cow, where thou thruſteſt in the 
dreadful Name of the Holy God, the ſenſe 
would be as compleat and full ; ang art thow 
vet aſhamed, or ſhould it not _— 


_ —_— _— 
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My Soul, ] 


far and tremble, to make the Name of God 
more common in thy unhallowed Mouth, . 
than ſuch ioferiour Creatures. 

10. Thou thinkeſt theſe Oaths are a grace 
and Ornament to thy ſpeech, or thou doſt not : 
f thou doſt, thou glorieſt in thy ſhame, 
| and fo betrayeſt thy folly ; if not, there 1s 
n9 need of Swearing to adorn thy ſpeech, 
11, Thou wouldſt have God to do to thee 


amn me 7} or thou wouldſt not : It . 
not, why doſt thou fo often call upon him 
to do what thou would{t not have him do ? 
what if God ſhould deal with thee accord- 
ng to thy Words, though it be not accor- 
ding to thy Will ? when thy Will hach 
mt [4Power to rule thy Tongue, that it ſhould 
|, [notfpeak ſuch Words, but doth not; and. 
theſe words are not ſpoken without, nor. 
wainſt thy Will, take heed of ſporting ; 
Tyith conſuming fire : If tho fayeſt thon . 
wouldſt, thou 1ſpeakeſt like a man bereav- 
is [4 of the underſtanding of a Man, for. a . 
nd | Yan fo long as he is a Man,. cannot deſire. 
up lo be miſerable : But if chou caaſt beſo, 
 [inbke a man, remember when thou art.. 
Us | Damned, thou haſt that, which thou did(t . 
1(e. [Take macter of thy choice, and ofiner had(,. 
amy Mouth [ God Damn me, 7 than in a . 
ious matmer.on thy. Knees, [ God fave ... 
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to thy words, when thou ſayeſt, . 


12, { bo. 


/ 


ar thou art #ot + If not, thou art worle than 
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12, Thou doſt whatſoever thou ſweareſt, 
or thou doſt not : If not, thou art forſworn; 


if thou doſt, what an: hainous Sinner haſt 


thou been ? for among 1o many Oaths fo 
raihly uttered, no doubt thou haſt ſworn 
many things that be unlawful ; as Herod 
in the cale of Fohn the Baprijt. 

I'3. Thou thinkeſt thou pleaſeſ# God by 
theſe Oaths, or thou doſt not, or Sweareſ 


without any thoughts of Gods being pleaſed + 


or aſpleaſed : If thou thinkeſt thou pleaſeſt 
him, thou art bruitiſh ; how can that be 
pleaſing unto God which he forbids upon 


in of Damnation, and is ſo pleaſing'to | 


the Devil? If thon thinkeſt thou dilpleaſ- 


eſt him, behold, thy audacious wickedneſs? . 
if thou thinkeſt not of Gods plealure, or | 


Ji{pleaſure, thou art plainly Convicted of 


prophaning the facred Name of God: | 


When thou doſt uſe it without a thought 
whether he be plealed or dilpleated at it, | 


ahou regardeſt 1t not ; 1s this a reverent | 


vie of Gods Name ? 
4. Thou art provoked to this Swearing, 


23 diſtracted Man, that will not run volun- 
tarily into a burning fire, no, nor thy ve 
2y Beaſt : IF provoked, thou art unwiſe 
zo. ruine thy. lelf becaule another doth dit- 
gieale thee ;, aud to do thy (elf more wrong 


| 


tat | - 
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than all the Men on Earth, or Devils in 


Hell: could do unto thee. 
"15. Thou intendeft good to the Company 


| thiy Sweareſt in, or thou doſt not : If nor, 


thou art a deſtroyer, a Peſt to Mankind, 
and as a Devil amongſt Men, and deſery- 
eſt-ro be ſhut out from all Society : If thou 
doſt, thou betrayelt thy ignorance and folly 
by ſuch means ro do them good; for if 
they be good, thou grieveſt them, if bad, 
thou hardeneſt them ; let them be pood or 
bad, thou makeſt them all guilty of ſin, that 
are pleaſed - with thine Oaths,, or do not 


' reprove thee for tnem. 


16. Thow muſt ſay thou uſeſt thy Tongue 


j mwellin uttering theſe Oaths, or thou doſt not, 
' for it cannot be an indifferent aft : If thou 


fayeſt, not well ; art thou not ſelf-condemn- 


. ed for thy bold abuſing of thy Tongue, 


which is the: glory of Man, to cloud- the 
glory of God ?-if well, art thou not paſt 
ame to lay that is uled well, that is every 


day or hour, yea many times in an hour 
employed inthe drudgery and lervice of.the ' 


Devil ? 

17. Thou dvſt uſe the ſame Tongne with 
which thou ſweareſt, in confeſſing thy ſin, 
and praying to God, or thou dſt not : If nor, 
what canlt thou think will become of thy 


. Foul in another World, when in this thou 


ule(t 
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uleſt thy Tow in contracting guilt, and 
haſtening thy | 

not in all thy life in begging for Pardon, 

and Praying for the Salvation of thy Soul? 

If thou doſt, doth not thy folly and igno- 
rance appear, to ule ſuch means as never | 
ſhall attain the end ; for a Mouth one while 
filled with Oaths, another while with Pray; 
er, and then again with Oaths, tho it were 
a conſtant daily round of Swearing and Pray. . 
ing, and Praying and Swearing, would ne- 
yer Prevail with God, Prov. 28. 13. Who- 
fo confeſſeth and forſaketh his ſins ſhall find. 
merey. | 

18. Then doſt regard the Command of 
Chrift forbidding ſuch Swearing, Mart. 5. 34. 
Swear not at all; or thou deft not : If not, 
how canſt thou expect or hope that he- 
ſhould regard thee, or that thou canſt be 
happy if he do not? If thou. doſt, thou: 
muſt forbear thine Oaths, 

'19. Thou thinkeſt God will call thee to an 
account for thy Swearing, or thog doſt not : 
If nor, thou acteſt like a fool, to conceit- 
that God: ſhould make thee a Man, and. 
give thee Laws. to. rule thy, Heart and: 
Tongue, and Hand, and never bring thee to 


. 4 trial, whether thou haſt obeyed or reyel- 


led : It is not.congruous to his Wiſdom to 
expole his Laws to ſuch contempt ; If thou 
thiakeſt * . 


amnation every day, ang gidſtix; 


and 


ang 
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wnkeſt he will, is it not madneſs in thee to 
gittiply ſuch . numerous Oaths, when one 
not repented of, 1s more than thou canſt 
aſwer for, or bear up under the Puniſh- 
nent to be inflicted for it ? 

| 20. Thou art Loyal to the King, and obe- 
bem to his Laws, forbidding prophane 
Swearing, or thou art not : If not, why 
[oſt thou boaſt ſo much thereof, and make 


iy- Jiy Swearing a badge ef thy Loyalty, 
e- Jybich is diſobedience to his excellent Laws 
Y0- |n this Caſe 'made and provided, and by 
"a. hs Majeſties late gracious Proclamation xe- 
. | rived, and commanded to be put into exe- 
of | ation : If thou art, then yield Obedience 
. 4to theſe Laws that are founded upon the 
l [law of Nature, and are correſpondent to 
"7 | Gods holy Laws contained in the ſacred 
ures. 

Theſe be the firſt ſort of Arguments that 


"0 


uſe,” to ſhew. that prophane Swearing in 
common Diſcourſe is irrational and need. 
les, and involves the Siwearer in'{uch difi- 
calties that he cannot with any. colour of 
realon wind himſelf.out of the abſurdities 
that he is plung<d..imo'; try them, one or 
ether, or more, if not all, will prove thee 
guilty without defence. 


SECT. 


The Syearer ſilenced. 
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= 
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Twenty Queftions to common Swearers.. 


\ T Ext 1 will attempt the ſhewing of he. | 


Aggravations of the ſin of Prophane. 
Swearing, by propounding twenty Queſtis 


ons, which I intreat you that are addicted + 


to this ſin, ſeriouſly ro deliberate upon, 


that if you cannot frame a rational. antwer: 


to avoid the charge of rcheſe Aggravations; 
you would reſolve to avoid this lin. ,'. iv 
I. 1s it not 4 contempt of divine A,thirt 


ty, and 4 deſpiſing of the Law of the Sovt- 4 


reign Ruler of the World ? hath not the 
sreat Jehovah, when he comprehended thg 
whole Duty of Man in ten words, ' giver 
two of the ten to bridle and reſtrain your 


Tongues ? the Ninth, from:.wronging of 4 
your-Neighbour ; and the e:rd, from:Pro- | 


phaning of his own Name; and yet will 
you ſay,Our Tongues are our own,and who 
(ho it be the Lord himſelf. ) ſhall have do« 
minion over us? or -will. you lay, whois 
this Jehovah, that wouid controul- our 
Tongues, thar we f{hould' obey his Voice! 
we know not the Lord, neith=r will we 
hearken to his Voice ; Is not this the lan. 


gu3ge 


Ws 
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ovage of your lives, though not of your 


; [lips? or what difference can you make be- 


wixt ſaying fo and doing lo, but that your 
conſtant daily doing ſo, is more than your 


| meer ſaying lo ? 


>. Will net the terrour of the Lord, and 


. | the dread of the Almighty be more amazing 


and aſtoniſhing, when he comes to execute 
wpeance, and pour out his burning wrath 


J upon the proud contemners and bold tranſ- 


greſſors of this his Law, than it was at the 


* | delivering of it ? Exod. 19. 16, 18, 19. And 


iſthe Congregation of 1/-ael could nor bear 
itthen, ſhalt thou be able to ſtand before 
kim wichout' trembling and horrour when 


ve- 4 he-comes to puniſh the violation of his 


. tepped forth and faid, What fools are ye to 


Law, and ta vindicate the honour of his 


| Name, and affert the glory of his wfinite 


Majeſty, which thou by thy filthy, prophane 
and {wearing Tongue halt fo often polluted 


-inthy Life ? hadiſt thou ſec the lightnings, 


and the Mountain imoaking, hadſt thou 
heard the thunarinzs, and the noile of the 
trampet, which made all the people in the 
Camp to tremble, and the whole Mount to 
toquake exceedingly: When this Law was 
given, would thy Heart have been to ot, 
ad thy ſpirit fo great, to ſhew thy gallan- 
ty above all the reſt, wouldſt thou have 


(7 
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be ſo much afraid ? what makes you fear ? 
what can Fehovah with all his thunderings 
do unto you? I amthe Man that will make 
bold to uſe his Name at pleaſure ; and if it 


come in faſhion, and become a Charatter to 


aift inguiſh men of noble and heroick Spirits 
from punie Preciſians (whom I ſo far hate, 
that ) I will the oftner grace my ſpeech with 
the honourable Name of God, to ſhew my 


greater diſtance from them : Alas ! poor mor- 


tal (mful Man ! contemptible duſt ! art thou 
a match for God ? buckle on thy armour, 
oird thy ſword upon thy thigh, put on thy 


coat of Male, arm thy ſelf cap-a-pe, and | 


ſwear by the Eternal God, thow wilt not 
be fick, thy head ſhall never ake, and thou wilt 
_ never dye, ſtand faſt, keep- thy ground, 
amrain thy caule, and fiever yield ; what! 
art not thou ſtronger than the Mountain, 
and more {enſelets too, that did quake at ſe- 
hovahs preſence ? play the Man, and1ay, 


thou wilt not be curbed by the Law of God, ' 


and his terror ſhall never make thee afraid 
to Swear : Keep up thy greatneſs of ſpirit, 
and -heroical magnanimity till the day of 
reckoning comes, and do not flinch nor ſtart 
aſide, nor run into a hole, when this Law- 


giver ſhall come as Judge, with all his holy 


Angels ; ( for what are Legions of Angels 
to a man of thy ſtrength and courage, ) tho 


thou 


| 


not 


| hear rrot-at all; and wilt thou reply, 


þ 


| 
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thou ſhouldſt ſee all the World pn fire, and 
the Heavens melr over thy head, and the 
Earth be hot under thy feet ; tho the Trum- 
fetſound louder and louder, the Throne of 


; | Judgment erected, the Judge fate down, 


the raiſed dead ſummoned to appear, they 
come, they tremble, yer do thou like a 
man of Valour, fear no danger of Damna- 
tion, ſlight the ſummons, refuſe to appear, 


4and with thy former emphaſis Swear before 


God thou wilt give no account of thy Oaths, 
nor confeſs, nor be concerned at that day, 
thatin every day of thy more mature years 


thou didft by Curſing and Oaths take Gods 


Name in vain: But if thou canſt not thus 
dear it out ( as indeed thou canſt not) at 
the day appointed for the judging Men for 


{ Ihe vieantig ints Law, as otners coula not 


# the giving of the Law, -forbear now in 
this prots manner to tranigreſs this Law. 

3. Is not thy Swearing 4 flat contradiftion 
tothe Law and Dottrine of God-man, Feſus 
Chriſt the Redeemer of loſt ſrnners ? Did not 
recome in fleſh, and perſonally and with 
Is own mouth renew and ratifie this Law, 
that Men ſhonld not Swear ( thus prophane- 
ly) at all, Xar. 5. 34. Bat I ſay unto you, 


on ! 
#o are you / or who gave you this kat 
ly to bind my Tongue ? thou daring Swear- 
er | 
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er { is-it not the Lord, the Son of God [n- 
carnate, which was a greater wonder, than 
all thofe that were done at the firſt giving of 
this Law ? or wilt ihou fay, tho (zou come 
down from Heaven and becoine Man, and 
as God-man forbid me, I wiil not forbear ? 
if nor, is not this thy fin aggravated, and 
become more hainous, by :his circumſtance, 
as comniitied againſt the exprets prohibi- 
tion of the Son of God made fleih, when 
qut of love and pity to loit Sinners he came 
to fatisfie for Mens violation of the Law of. 
God? and by how much more Love there 
was in the Commander to the Sinner, 1s not 
this ſin the more ſinful and hainous in the 
tran{gretior of this Command ? 

4. Is not Swearing a ſinning againſt 4 
Rule and Law enjoyning yon above a!l to take 


heed of ſinning againſt this Com nand? Fam. 
F- 12. But above all things, my vrethren,, 


ſwear net : You muſt not Steal, nor Mur- 
der, nor commit Adultery, but. above all 


do not [in by Swearing ; and yet thou wilt 
not Steal, nor Murder, 4 ommit Aduke-: 


ry, ( for fome Swearer ain from ſuch 
ſins ) yet above all thou Swear : 
this to ſay, what God forbids above all, that 
above all I will daily do? I will. not be 
Drunk every day, but every day I will 


Swear ; I will be juſt to Man, bat I will 


[s not 


Swear 
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Swear | will be juſt : Do not you do as if 
you pickt out this Command from all the 
reſt, to ſin againſt chis above all, when above 
al you are cautioned from this in ? 

5-: ls it not'an Aggravation of your 
Swearing, when you will not forbear, though 
it be particularly and expreſly threatned with 
Damnation? What! had you rather loſe 
God, and Chriſt, and Heaven, than leave 
| Prophaning of the Name of God ? will 


| you Swear, though you be Damned for it ? 


is an Oath dearer to thee than the-Salvation 
of thy. Soul ? and is there not enough in all 
the Puniſhment in Hell to bridle thy Tongue, 
fam. .5. 12. Swear not, —— leſt ye fall in- 
| txCondemmation. | 


-.-6.: And yet doſt thou not venture upon 


eternal pains by a ſin that brings thee in no 
Meaſure ? What ſenſe is delighted by thine 
OQaths 2. doth not the. D-ankard,. Glutton, 


- | Adilterer, Gameſter, all outſtrip the Swear- 


erin carnal Wiſdom ? for thete.have ſome 
pleaſure here in their fin, cho dear bought, 


. | by ſuffering for them eternal pains ; but 


the Swearer hgll.no /zn/itive Pleaſure in 
this fin as; ſuch yet for this muſt en- 
dure everlaſting racking painful Torments. 

1/7, Haſt thou any profit by thy common 
Swearing? Some are drawn to fin by Plea. 
ure, ſome by Profir, but how unwile art 
| thou 
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thou to fin for neither ? when was any in 


the worſt of ages-advanced to Preferments 
meerly becauſe he was'a great Swearer? 
and if thou Sweareſt in thy Trade that ſach 
goods coſt thee ſo much, to make the buyer 
more willing to come up. unto thy price, 
that thou mighteſt have the greater profit, 
yet thou mayeſt loſe more by frighting mi- 


ny from thy Shop, as ſuſpecting that man 


might cozen them, that by Swearing robs 
God of the honour of his Name. 

8. Is not the frequent repetition of this ſin 
an aggravation of it ? Can Men addicted 
, to {ome other {ins be equal or keep pare 
with thee in the iteration of their fins? is 
the Drunkard every day drank ? or doth 


the Thief every day ſteal ?- or the Adulterer © 


daily aCt his beaſtly fin ? at leaſt any of 
them ſo often in a day, invan hour, as thoy 
by Oaths prophaneft the Name of God. 


Suppoſe thou haft been a Swearer forty f 


years,and to charge ſome Swearers modeſtly 
but with twenty Oathsevery day,thenumber 
will amount to 292000, that is, two hundred 
thouſands, fotirſcore and ten. thouſands, and 
two thouſands, and canſt»thou antwer for. 
one of all theſe many thonſands ? 
9. Doth it not aggravate thy fin, ſo ma- 

many times repeared, that this night be 
' more eaſily prevented than many other ſins ? 


{g | 


ot 


| Yau 
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| fo eaſily forborn that thou canſt not plead 


hamane uſual infirmities for the excuſing of 
thy fin ? What pains, what labour, what 
ſweating would it coſt thee to forbear to 
Swear? haſt thou not power over thy Tongue ? 
doſt thon not ſay it is thine own ? what Man 
or Devil can force thee to ir? hath not thy 
Will- a -deſpotical abſolute power over thy 
Tongue? do but Will not to Swear, do but 
reſolve, and the outward act of this (in is 


' prevented. 


10. Doſt thou not commit this ſin mith a 
mire impudent face, and brazen brow, than 
many other ſinners their heinoas fins ? Doth 
not the Whoremonger and: his Harlot ſeek 


for me more ſecret Chamber to commir 


'flthineſs ? doth not the Thref contrive his ſin 


eſecretly as-he can,and labour to conceal it ? 
atinot thon more impudent in thy ſin than 
a impudent. Whore is in hers ? do not the 
open Streets ring with thy Oaths ? or 


'doſt thou abſtain when many are by thee ? 


s it not the worſe that fo great a ſin is 
committed before many Witneſſes without 
ſhame or bluſhing ? 

11: Doſt thou not often ule Gods Name 
wien aCtually engaged in the Devils ſervice, 
and the works of the Fleſh ? doſt thou not fir 
upon the Ale-bench, with the Cup in thy 
tand, Gods Name in thy Mouth, Drink 
and 
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and Swear, Swear 'and Drink' to Excefy/ pl 
and Drunkennefs 2 doſt thou nor mention $8 
the Name of God in the Tavern, more than 
in thy Cloſet? amouglt thy Cup-compa: 
nions than on thy knees ? thou Swearing. | 
Gnner ! cauft not thou go merrily on in gra | # 
tifying thy fleſh, but thou muſt allo pro. | 
phane the Name of God, in the very ating 
of thy fins that hurry thee into everlaſting 
Torments. "1 
12, Doth not all this Swearing come'F 
from the bitter root of an Atheiſt ical heart ? 
for while thou mentioneſt the Name of God, 
doſt not thoa think there is no God ? or that 
he is not fo holy, juſt, and ſuch an hater of fin 
| as indeed he is ? or that he regardeth not the I® 
works and words of men, neither will call: 
them to an. account ? or that there 13 no{//* 
life of retribution, where and when all theſe JV * 
Oaths ſhall be [ſurely and'- eternally pu» J' 
niſhed ? - 1:50 
13. [s it nothing to thee "that thou'«#f Þ 
burnt in the forchead, having the brand _ h 
CharaAer of the Child of the Devil, by this"\F* 
macked out for a wicked, impenitentz '** | 
graceleſs Sinner ? Who ever looks upon azÞ, *7* 
prophane Swearer as a Man fearing Got, | 
who ever is a Man fearing an Oath? 0 
14. Is not this joyned in Scripture wirh"P** t 
other hainous ſins ? ranked with great Im-$””. 
pieties? FF 


Ly W'p 
£8 
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C ies? with want of Trath, Mercy, and 
al Knowledge of God ?. wich Lying, Killing, 
jv rg and commitrting Adultery, 
Wed. 1, 2. | 

wy **% Are not Swearers 2njuri0u5 to 4 
'd Kizgdom wherein they live, by provoking 
{God by fuch Oaths to lend down lach 
np lodgments as ſhall make the Land to mourn, 

fir. 23. 10. Becauſe of Swearing the land 
wurneth ; and for this God hath a Contro- 
effie wich a People, Ho/.4.1,2,3. Swear- 
og Sinners call for Judgments on a Land ; 
Praying people begg of God to keep them 
&:-Oh that their Oaths might not cry 


huder for Judgments, then the Prayers of 


" «hers for Mercy. 
call $136- Is it not ſtill more hainous, hecauſe 


Iſormnch aboundeth in a land of Goſpel-light ?. 
Mow fad is it, that there ſhould be fo many 
.—  Irrachers amongſt ſo many Swearers, and 
ad jetſo much Preaching doth not prevail a- 


3 0 


” #4 


- Aainſt ſo much Swearing ! On Pray fer- 


bot j tly to God, thatio much Swearing might 
thy {provoke God todeprive us of ch=Preach- 
enki 'Þgof the Goſpel. | 


al BL s it not directly contrary to the en 
a4 11.4 Oath as appointed by God ? Is it not 
04) : : : 
audacious croſſing of his Will therein ?: 


.geve your ſelves as hoſtages upon every trifling 
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of God above all Creatures, and you uſfeir 
to his reproach? and to make that credible 
to. others which could be doneno other way, 
to do right to Men, and do you ule it to do 


them wrong ? is not this a thwarting of God 


in his own Name ? 
18. How dare you pawn your Souls, and 


occaſion ? and call down the heavy Judp- 
ments of God upon your Souls in every fri- 


volous matter ? and declare you renounce J. 
your intereſt in God, and quzt all hopes of | 


Heaven if ſuch a trifle be not true ? 
19. Are not Swearing. Chriftians worſe 
than Fews ? they did not own Chriſt for 


their Lord, nor look upon him to be the | 


Meſlias and Saviour, and when he wason The: 


Earth once put him to death by ſhedding of f 
his blood, but thou that ſmrari(t- by ts}: 
blood and wounds doſt own him (in words) ].-; 
to be the only Saviour, bur ofren rakeft mJ} 
his wounds, and diſhonoureſt an exalted} 


Chriſt, now in Heaven ; d»it thou-condemi | 


the Jews,and fin in ſome rircumitances worſe I; 


than chey ? Mr. Perkins on the third Coltt- 


mandment ſaith, For « man to Swear by 
Chriſts death, wounds, blood, and oth 


f0mMe 


parts of his, is meſt horrible ; and is Wſ-lmad 
much as to crucifie 'Chriit again with iMlineſs 


Jews Ms: ! 
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Jews, or account Chriſts Members as God 


himſelf. 
20. Dare you appeal to the Kings Ma- 


| jeſty ſo often: upon every ſlight accaſion ? or 


make his Name as a by-word, and uſe ir 
reproachfully upon every turn ? er do you 
not deſerve to be Puniſhed according to 
the dignity of the Perſon, whole Name you 
ſo abule ? and may you, dare you to pro- 
phave the Name of the higheſt Majeſty of 


J Heaven and Earth, that is King of Kings, 
] to tols it in your ſinful mouths, in every 


goxrner, and in the open ſtreets.in a molt ir- 
geverent manner, even mingled with filthy, 
lewd and wicked diſcourle ? or can you 
think to eſcape ſuch Puniſhment that fhall 
beſomeway proportionable to the reproach 


{4nd difhonour that you caſt upon the glori- 


1s Name of ſuch infinite Majeſty ?.; 
Reader, If thou haſt been accuſtomed 


{10 Swearing, jI ſuppoſe it hath been in com- 
Fpany, not alone, now be ſo much a friend 
Jo-thy own immortal Soul, that muſt be 


Jaappy or milerable for ever, according as 
#liow continueſt in, or ſincerely repenteit of 


othet 


41nd foriakeſt this and all other fins, 'and be- 
Komeſt a new Man in Chrift, as to be per- 


1 is 8]{waded by one defirous of thy eternal hap- 
'ith Pines, to retire from company,and teriouſhy 


Jew$ Mii | WY weigh 
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' weigh the particulars here offered unto thee, 
as a rational man, and uſe thy reaſon for 
thy own everlaſting good, and upon thy 
knees begg of God to work them upon 
thy heart, for the convincing of thy Judg- 
ment, the awakening of thy Conſcience, 
the breaking of thy Heart for thy fo of- 


ten wilfull breaking of Gods holy Law in | 


prophaning of his holy Name, that thou 
mighteſt be ſenſible of thy loſt eſtate, and 
hearken and enquire after the only Savi- 
our of undone finners, and how thou 
mighteſt have a ſaving Intereſt in him, 
and accordingly conſent unto him, and 
. deliver up thy felf ro be ſanctified and 


:ruled by him, that of a ſwearing ſinner | 


thou. mighteſt become a praying Penitent 
Believer, and ſo be delivered from the 
guilt of 'this and all thy other ſins, and be 
made meet to be a Partaker of the Hap- 
pineſs of Heaven, for thou canſt not but 
acknowledge upon due deliberation, it will | 


be better, unſpeakably betrer for thee of 


tfra from ſin to God through Chriſt and 
be ſaved, than to continue im thy fins im- 
penitent to the death, and for them after; 
death'be datnned for ever. Tho I knon 


thee not, yet as a Reader of this little trea- 


'ti{e:my' Prayers ſhall be for thee, that this 
0gi- might 
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2F 
might be the effe Þ by the Spirits working 
on thy ſoul in thy perufal and.confidering 
of it. 


SE CI. IV. 


Twelve Azgravations of falſe Swearing 
and Perjury.. 


"Hoſe that do not, dare not Swear pro- 

phanely in common Converſation, yet 
git to take great heed when called law- 
y.to. Swear, before a Mapiſtrate or in 
Courts of Judicature, that they Swear in 


| truth, in judgment, and: in righteouſneſs, 


fer. 4. 2. for deciding of Controverſies, 
which cannot be done any other way, it is- 


{2 duty when lawfully called thereunto,,.to: 


Swear by the Name of God, Deut. 6.13. 
Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, and ſerue' 
bim, and ſhalt ſwear by his Name. Deut. 
10, 20, But without a due. call we muſt: 


[not be forward to Swear; therefore Swear- 
' [0g is alwayes expreſſed in the Hebrew 


guage, m the paſhve form, to be (worn, 
an Oath 1s laid upon him, and 
J e 
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Jo 
he is lawſully called thereunto. 

Te will not conſiſt with my reſolved bre- 
vity to enlarze upon the Doctrine and Ca- 
ſes concerning Oaths aſſertory or promiſſo. ' 


ry,but only briefly note two things, and fo 
proceed to the aggravations of falte twear- 
ing by the Name of the true God. 


T. 4n Oath is of preat weight and mo- 
ment, and the fulleſt fatisfaQtory teſtimo. 


ny that a man can gtve, to put an end to 


Controverſies betwixt Man and Man, Heb. 
6.16. A# Oath for confirntation is to them 
an end of all ſtrife ; and well it may, if 
we cobfider,  - 


God to be an infallible' and alkiowing God; 
from whom nothing can be hid or-coti- 
cealed, not the thoughts and intentions of 
a mans heart, and allo that he 1s a God of 
18finite Power, and can, and of perfett Ju- 
ſtice, and will be the avenger of an Oath 
falſely taken, | 
- 2, It is ſuppoſed that he that rakes th. 
Oath, owns and achnowledgerh God to be. 
fach, or elfe he doth not ſwear in judp- 
ment. of 
3. It js ſuppoſed that mo 71an wonld | 


£. 


| 


| 


1, An Oath in its nature preſuppoſerh 4 


willingly forfeit his intereſt in God, and ve | 


| the Scripture. 
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all hopes of happineſs, and voluntarily call 
God for a Witneſs and Judge, to render 
fo him according to all the Curſes written in 


> 4. Yethe that Swears, ſubmits and puts 
himfelf into the hand of the great God, ſu= 
pream and righteous Fuage, to puniſh or re- 
ward him, condemn or juſtific him as to this 

articular matter concerning which he ſwears, 
| as he ſhall herein prove innocent or guity : A 


j weighty concern, and to fatisfie Man, a 


a Man can do no more. - _ 

\-F[--A Man might Swear falſely, and be 

guilty of Perjury three wayes. | 
1. When a Man afferts upon Oath as a 


43 troth, that which he knows to- be falſe, or 
| Snot a truth, or doubteth of it.- or is mi- 


ſaken in it through his own negligence, 


| for he onght ro know” and to be certain, 


It is as he aſſerts. | 
k 2, When a Man promiſeth ſomething 
by Oath, and: yet when he takes that Oath 
hath no intention to'-perform it, -and'/fo 


| Swears to a lye, there being no agreement 
| tween his Mind and the words of his 


touth, 
''3, When a Man doth Promiſe by Oath, 


| ind at that! preſent - doth -Purpoſe to: per- 


9 jaſt-gronnds, - doth 


SL 
WV - 


| _ and yet npor n 


C 4 fail 
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failof the performance of what he parno- 
{ed when he did Promile it upon Oath, 
Ill. The Aggravations of, falle-{wear- 
i 
I. Swearing falſely is reckoned amongſt ſing 
of a deep dye, and 1s accounted one of the 
moſt hainous Iniquities, Fer. 7. 9. Will ye 
Steal, Murder, and commit Adultery, and 
fwear falſely, and burn Incenſe unto Baal, 
and walk after other gods ? =— Thele be (ing 
ac red as ſcarlet, and falle-iwearing is not 
the leaſt of theſe. ST 
2. It i245 an; high prophaning of the holy 
Name of the great God, in appealing to 
him as a Witneſs and Judge of the truth of 
what is ſaid, when yet ir is a faiſhood and 
a lie, which is to- uſe an appeal to God. to 
cover the falſeneſs of the Tongue, the wie- 
kednels of the Heart, and to make that ap- 
pear to others to be. the greateſt right 
which is the' greateſt wrong : would it not - 
be a great Provocation to-,a Superiour to 
make uſe of -his Name, to deceive and de- | 
frand others ? Lev.19.12. Te ſhall not ſmear 
by my Name falſely, neither ſhalt thou pro- 
phane the Name of thy God, I am the Lord., 
3. It us preat contempt of God, and adt- 
fpiſong of 'the Divine Majeſty : As if the 
falſe-ſwearer did not fear the a zing 
uitice 


of 


A v 4 
\ Ls) Y 
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Juſtice, of' God,.' Ezeks. 17. 19. Therefqre 
{ thus ſaith the Lord God, as Llive, ſurely 
ar- | mine Oath which he hath deſpiſed, and my 
Covena ut which he hath broken, even it will 
ins | I recompenſe upon his own head : Where 
he | we might obſerve, (1:) An Oath. is @ 
ye j facred thing, for that which Zedckiah made 
nd | to the King of Babyloz, faith God, it is 
al, | mine, becauſe made im his Name. (2.) The 
ins 4 breach of it, God calleth a deſþ;ſing, he that: . 
10t | deſpiſeth his Oath, deſpiſeth him. (g.) The 
| Puniſhment threatned, God would ricomw 
oly | pmnſe it upon his own head. (4.). The cer- 
to | tainty of this: Puniſhment by a tolemn aſle,. 
of | veration, ſurely I will recompenſe ir. (5.) & 
nd A farther confirmation by an Oath that God: 
to | takes to Puniſh ſuch as for{wear themielves,, 
ie- | who ſhall feel the ſtroak of that revenging. 
zp- | Joſtice. which in. thetr Oath they did ap- 
pht | peal-unto :. 4s I live, ſurely I will recom- 
not. - juſe it ; though Men may Swear, and 
| break their Oath, yet God will .nor.. 
& | 4. Falſe-ſwearing is a deſperate challeng=- 
ear || mg of God, an 9. Te aaring of. the: Al=- 
ro | mighty, an impudent out-facing of God : AS 
if he ſlioulY] lay, to be revenged ot ſucty 
de- | a one; ar to. get ſo much hire, [ will. ap+ 
the | peal to-God. to gain credit to my teſtimo»- 
18g | My.with Men, let God do- what he can,, F 


I 


tice | Cx web 
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will: have my Mind 3 let God take his | 
eoorſe 5-1 will try his Omnilcience, Juſtice | 
xd Power, and veriture the good of my | 
" Body; Soal; and all thar is dear unto' me; | # 
E will not be frighted by the talk of his | # 
Fuſtice, nor fcared by -words concerning | # 
his Power, Ler God make ſpred and haſten | 
Bis work, that I may ſee it, and let the coun: | he 
fel of the holy one of Iſrael draw nigh antl | iv 
£6m1e, that I may kyow tt : If this be not the ]. 
expreſſion of the tongue of the falſe-ſwear- | f 
er, yet it is no uncharitable cenſuring of | ft 
him to give this interpretation of his aRti- to 
of ; avd he might pals for a bold provok- | O: 
mg Sinner, | 
5. Swearing falſcly is ts God a moſt olli., 4.4 
e144 fin, hatefal and abuminable to him * Zac, I 
®. 17. Lrt none of you imagine evil in your | $® 
heart 'ngainſt his neighbour, ard love to. | va 
falſe Oath, for all thife are things that 1 | th 
hate, faith the Lord. 29 {bh 
6. Sweuring falſely brings a_ſperdy flying [ $01 
roll of Cur ſes upon the pcrſon, his houſe, eſtate, it 
ana family; Zac. 5.2. Aid he ſaid nt, mt, | 
what: ſeeft. thou e .nd 1 anſwered, I ſet ff * Y 
tro roll: 3. Then ht faid utr0 41 TIF Þ nc 
the Curſe that goeth forth over the fats" bo 
the whole ea tr, for evn y, one that ftealeth. fo 
Fell. be. cnt off as. on this fide, according th. ] Ut 
; ts, $* 


| | ber thereof, aud the (Fones thereof + A falie- 
| wearer is the ruine of his family. 


ja, 1, againſt the Sorcerers, ard against the Adm- Ha 


| Tmeaters,* fire without'crue Fear of God, 
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$9:4nd every one that ' ſWeareth ſhall be ont | 
of as on that ſide, ' acrording tow. + 1 will 
Iring'it forth, ſaith the Lord of hoWf#3 : aud 
it Jall enter into the houſe of the thief, and 
Into the houſe of him that ſweareth faljely by 
ty Name, and it ſhall remain in the malt of 
hu houſe, and ſhatl conſume it, with the tim- 


[2 7. A falſe-ſwearer is void of all holy fear 
of God : He that fears God, fears an Oath; 
the fear of God in his heart will be a bridle. 
to his Tongue to reſtrain him from-a falfe 
Oath, A1al. 3. 5. 1 will come near to. you. 
to judgme::t, and ] will be a fwift witneſs 


| ters, 274 against falſe-ſwerrers, and. 4- 
gamst thoſe that oppreſs the hireling in his 
Waves, rhe widdow and the fatherleſs, and. 
that turn afide the ſtranger from his right, 
| #1d fear wor ime, 'Jaith the Lord of thoſts : 
| Sorcerers, Adulterers, Oppreſlors and falfe- 


F 


eracelets Men. Rope | 

© 8. Falſe: ſmearits cats afunder the bends 

| wd"koamenrs bf hamanc Soczety * Men: are. 
bound to fpeuk ruth, . and others are bound. 

to believe what tacy ſay, till they* forfeic 

| Weir credic, and . this keeps up Commerce. 1 
| CF nat; 


x 
4 
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and Converſation. betwixt Men, and. Men. 
but Men that are (given to Lying, cannotbe 
truſted, nor have Credic with others, and 
pervert the very uſe of Speech, which is to 
convey our true ſentiments to others : A Ly. 


tog, . much more a falſe-{wearing Tongue, 
everturns all belief, and .if Men cannot be. 


lieve-each other, to what purpole ſhould 
they Converſe together ? — 

9. Falſe-ſwearing fearfully perverteth 
Fudgment, and is a baſe inipoſing upon the 
| Fudge and Fury, and blinderh their eyes 
from doing Juſtice and . right, tho they 


..be upright and juſt, to determine all cay- 


ſes. with greateſt equity, if falſe-ſwearers 
did not obſtruct by deceiving them, 


10. Falſe-ſwearers are greateſt Oppreſſars | 


of [nnocent Perſons ;, in matter of Eſtates, 
the falſe-ſwearer is a Thief ; in caſe of 
Life, . he is a Murderer, and guilty of the 
blood of him, whoſe Life by falſe-iwearing 
he takes away ; the molt innocent by rea- 
fon, of ſuch cannot be ſafe in Eſtate, Liber 
ty, good Name or Life: For, 

11. Falfe-ſwearing is the taking of the 
moſt innocent and. righteous Man 
ftrongeft. tower of ſafety : Who. if fallely 
acculed;, truſteth. in; the Name af. God to- 


| gear. his. Innocence.. Gods Name called | 


upon 


from hug © 


/ 
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upon, appealed unto 7 fear and truth by 
0arh would furely clear him, Prov. 18. 10. 
The Name of the Lord us a ftrong-tower, the 
righteous runneth into it, and 1s ſafe, but 
falſe-ſwearers come and pull him out. 

12. It is a moſt tremendous pawning of 


; the falſe-ſwearers Soul, and 4 renouncing all 


intere$#;.in. Gad, and diſowning all hopes of 
happineſs. in the other World : For. it isan 
| appealing to God as Witne's and Judge, 
and an invoking of God to deal with him 
according as inthe thing 1worn, the heart- 
ſearching and omniſcieat God knows he 


| ſpeaks crue or falle; if true, to reward him, 


but being falfe'to puniſh him accordingly. 

|. Theſe are {ome of the Apggravations of 
"this hainous fin, whereby falie (wearers are 
Convicted of notorious Wickednels, and 
caſt by the Law of God.. Oh that they 
that have been guilty may repent and turn, 
and all for time to come might to ſee the 
height of evil that is therein, thac we might 
have no.more falfe-{wearers in the land. 


SECT. 
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Wer yy. 
_ Ten Aggravations of Swearing by Gred- 
FHYES. | 


Efides this ſinful Cnſtome of Swearing 
prophanely and faiiely by the Name 

of the true God, it is roo uſual with many 5 
to ſwear by the Creatures of God, which is 
ordinarily called 1o/atrous Swearing, as 
when Men Swear by Saint Paul, or by 
Saint Peter, or by the Viro:m Mary, by the 
Heavens, by the Candle that burns, by the 
Light thac fhines, by this Drink, by Con, 
ſerence, by my Soul, and indeed by that 


which 1s not, as by their Faith, when they 


have none ; for they that have ſaving Faith 
do not dare to Swear by ir, for it bears bet- 
ter fruits than Oaths; and yet when the 


Apoſtle ſaith, Fam. 2.18. 1 will ſhew thee | 


my Faith by my warks ; theſe carry then 
ſelves as if they would ſhew their Faith by 
their Swearing : But let ſuch ſeriouſly cons 
fider how ju and dreadful jt will be: for 
God to Damn.them for nor having that 
Faich, wnich by their very Swearing they 
ſuppoſed they had, and took for granted: 
they ought to have had.. Some: | 


4 


| fever | 
| thing, — 18. And whoſoever ſhall ſwear 


Jever ſweareth by the 
[and by him that dwe 
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39 
Gmething of the hainoutneſs of ſuch 
gearing might be manifeſted by theſe 
flowing Aggravations, 
I. ks blindn:ſs and folly, to think there 
s no harm or guilt in all this, 2Zat. 23. 16. 
” yy ve blind gniaes, which ſay, wha- 


all ſmear by the temple, it is no- 


lf the altar, it 1s nothing, —— 21. Whoſa- 
—_— ſweareth by it, 
lleth therein. 22, And 
he that ſhall ſmear by Heaven, ſmeareth by 
the throne of God, and by him that ſitteth 
thereon ; If in theſe Oaths by any Crea- 
ures, you terminate ultimately upon them 
8 avenpgers of falſhood and wrong, you 
tMmmit /do/atry, if you. mention the Crea- 
tures, and. intend God ultimately, ch6 


| youname the Creatores only, it is intentio= 


hilly i ſwearing by God, and 1o run into 
the guilt of prophane Swearing by God 


Ihintelf, though by the interpolition of a 
\ 


] Sod, you are prophane, and yet mention 


Creatnre, and ſo you Swear by God, yet 
bythe Creature, as ſome-worſhip God by 
at Imape. If in theſe Oaths you intend 


the Creatures, upon that account al'o it is 
rearing in a ſinful manner, becaule God 
kh appointed none ſuch in his Word. 

| Fix. 
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Fix upon which you wHl, ; you cannot ex: 
cule your ſelves from a great /7z in ſg 
doing. 

2. It is 4 violation of an expreſs Com- 
mand of our Lord Feſus; Mat. 5. 34. But 
I ſay unto you, ſwear not ( prophanely ) at 
all ; neither by Heaven, for it 1s Gods 
throne: 35. Nor by the Earth, for it is by 
foot-ſtool-; neither by Jeruſalem, for it « 
the City of the great King. 36. i\cither ſhaly 
thou ſwear by thy head, becauſe thou canff 
ot make one hair white or black, : Doth 
Chriſt ſay. to you, do not {wear by theſe, 
and do you ſay, but for all Chriſts charge | 
we will : Do youlo-often iay, As you hope 


Name, and yet will not bend unto his reveal- 
PY. | Wil £ let the action of your Knees, and 


reſpondent: Remember the Souldiers bow- | 
ed the Knee before Chriſt, and yet did lpit.| 
upon him and beat him, ar, 27. 29, 30-1 

3. This Swearing by the Creatures proceed- 
eth from .an evil principle, ſpring or, root 1, 
Mat. 5. 37. But lit yoar communication be, 
Yea, Yea, Nay, Nay ;, for whatſoever 1s 
more than. theſe. cometh of evil, ; Either, 


(f 


the. motion of your Tongues be more cor-. | 


(1.) jar's 


of. 
to be ſaved by him, and yet to dircQy xo. 
bel againſt his Cominand, and tread his |hi 
Laws under your feet ? }:1] you bow at his, | Ii 
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* [(1,) From an evi! Heart: Or, (2.) From 


evil-Example : Or, (3.) From an evil 
Cuſtome : Or, | (4.) From-the Devil that 
is the evil One: Or, (5.) From all theſe 


| conjuntly.; and muſt not that which 1s 
. | from fuch evils be it {elf alſo evil ?- can any 


thing be better than tts Cauſe? can a cor- 
rupt tree bring forth good fruit, or do 


s [Men gather grapes of thorns, or figgs of 


thitles.? Mar. 7. 16, 17, 18. or will you 
by, .yeu hate the Devil and all bis Works, 
ad yet lend him your Tongue for a daily 
tool ro work by ? Nay, and be your ſelyes 
his conſtant and obedient Servants in uſing 
of.it in this ſinful dradgery as oft as he 


.Atempts you to it ? Yea, be ſo voluntary in 


lis, Service, that of your own accord your 


jk 


s JTongue ſhall run faſter in this way of ſin- 


ning, than the Devil, as bad as he is, doth 
tempt you to ? if this evil-then cometh 
from an_ evil Heart, ger it changed, or 
om an- evil- example of others, imitate 
them. no. more; or from an evil Guſtom, 
which you plead to leflen the evil of it, 


| 


[hich yet doth aggravate it the more, leave 


toff; or from the Devil, whom you ſay 


pu do defie; humour, gratifie, and pleaſe 
m.no longer in the, uſing of is. 67 
by God 5 

P 


+ Swearing ( as appointed 


p 
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a ſpecial part of his ſolenm Worſhip, of which jthat 1 
he himſelf is the only proper and peculiat [lia 
Object; and this glory he will not give, ſever 
nor allow you to give to any other, Dear, [dot 
6.13: Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, |aii 
and ſerve him, and ſhalt ( when juſtly call | 6. 
ed ) ſwear by his Name; but you can ne- |(rrd! 
ver have a juſt Call to Swear by any Crea- leth 
ture, becauſe the thing in it ſelf is unjuſt 
and unlawful. You ſay you give to every 
one his dne, but in this you ſupererrogate, 
and give to the Creature more than its due, 
An Oath is ſuch a tribute that bears the |#1t" 
Image and Superſcription of God only, and | tal: 
not of any Creature, give therefote unto |ſbr 
God ( as ne calls for them ) the things that Jwho 
are Gods: That which is due to a Cres Jim 
tire is too little for God ; that which Jil, 
due to God is too much for any Creature. Jrtat 
5. According to the Nature of an Oath |ticill: 
thou exalteft the Creature above the 'rankJf Ide! 
the Creatnre ; even the vileſt by which that 
Sweareſt above the nobleſt which God hath [6 
created ; it is indeed a kind of a Deifying, Myc 
or making a god of that Creature ; for! 
thou appealeſt ro it as a ſearcher of il hat 
Heart, and-a knower of the apreerment [ef 
thy Mind with thy -words, and an avenp*t | yas 
if thou ſpeakeſt not true, thou uncſhLeN Fer 
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L Jt know the truth of 1o many things, in 
| j many diſtant places where this George 


ſt, [ver was, by whom fo many ſwear ? 


Bat 1 ſuppoſe it is ſome certain Ceorge 
that ts dead : Let it be ſo, how then came 
| [fo know what thy wares did coſt thee ? 
| Vas he preſent at the Bargain ? or if there 
1 Vete- many Bargains ac many thouland 


miles _ 
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miles diſtance, made at the ſame, time, 
afid every oue of thoſe that made the ſuch 
bargains at that ſame time in thole di. 
ſtant places, ſwear before George they coſt 
ſo much, I doubt they bear too hard pes "- 
him to make him know the truth of all | 
that they do {wear by his Name : For at [jc 
the ſame time he could not be preſent Man 
with all of them in their ſeveral contraGts, 
Who then told him? or how could hey, 
be ſure of the truth of what was told him, | 
or where was it that any fpake unto him, 
to acquaint him with theſe affairs ? if he. - 
doth nor know, what ſenſe is found in of 
this thine Oath, or wherein 1s he to 
whom thou ſweareſt, made more certain, 
by this Oath, than he would have been: 
without it. But if Before George, thou. 
meane{, in the ſame ſenſe as men when: 
they ſwear . Before Ged, i. e. in the pre: 
fence of God ( becauſe every where) as, 
a Witneſs, and Judge, and Avenger, if 
thou ſpeakeſt falſe, then thou makeſt. 
George a Gofl, and the true and living 
God will not {ſuffer thee to go unpunilh-, 
ed for this fin not repented of. Thelike 
you might conclude concerning any others, |. 
that men too often ſwear by. ah 

' The like Nonſenſe there is when thou 
ſweareſt | 


Y 


mw 
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[fweareſt thus, By this Drink in this Cup, 
wo I intend ſuch a aay to rake 4a Journcy fo 
the ſuch « place. If thou appealeſt to the drink 
di- in the cup of the truth of thy intentions 
colt |,-cording to thy words, thou art ridicu- 
Fo ous, and ſpeakeſt like a man that has goe 
more drink_in his head, than is in the cup. 
rat bf nbt, he muſt not only be a ſober 
Man, but of more than ordinary judg- 
*; Iment to pick any ſenleout of thoſe words, 
or ſee any reaſon why they ſhould be 
uſed. Then pour not out words fo faſt 
without ſenſe, much leſs ſuch Oaths that 
ſpoil the ſenſe. 
7, To [wear by inferionr Creatures is an 
mmanning of thy ſelf, a degrading of thy 
;Felf below the rank of thoſe creatures thou 
 Iſveareſt by ; foran Oath ſuppoſeth him that 
' Iſveareth to be meaner, and leſs excellent 
than that by which he ſweareth, Zeb.6. 16. 
'* {For men verily ſwear by the greater —— And 
zrefore when God made a promiſe to 
J Abraham, Becauſe he could ſmear by no 
reater, he ſmare by himſelf. ver. 13. Is 
tnot- ſtrange that men of high and proud 
like | Pirits, thar do not only ſwear out of the 
' [Prophaneneſs, but alſo from the pride of 
heir hearts ſhould thus vilify themſelves 
kv. [below a greaſie. candle that burns, or the 
oft | drink 


im; 
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.drink when once in their mouths, every 
man would loath. | 
8. To /wear by that which is not God, it |, 
reat a ſin ( the many make light of it 
that ( to ipeak after the manner of men.) 
God is put to it to paraen it, Jer, 5, n,, 
How ſhall I pardon thee for this ?. thy ghil 
dren have forſaken me, and ſworn by them 
thet ave uo Gods, How ſhall 1 pardqa 
thee for this ? Let thy own reaſon rightly 


uſed determine this, If I ( as if God had: 


faid ) ſhould make thee judge in this may 
ter, and 
cale, can 


of my Majeſty, the ſtrictneſs of my Ju: 


ſtice, the Glory of my holineſs, the trukJ6 
of my Word, the reputation of my Ge] 
vernment, to ſuffer thee to {wear by then ]' 


that are no Gods, and to ler thee impenj 


tent under all to go unpuniſhed ? Such | 
{wearing without Repentance will coſt thes} 


dear. v1 


9. To ſwear by any Creature is to ſub 
vert the very end of Swearing. For a 
Oath is to give ſatisfactory teſtimony 19 


another, which cannot be done by any | 


Swearing by any Creature whatſoever, be- 


= thee Liberty to decide this | 
thou ſee, how I ſhould vindi-| it 
eate the honour of my name, the greatueſ |: 


caule they all want thoſe properties neceb | 
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ary to be in that object by which we 
fwear lawfully ( when called, ) as Omni- 
ſcience, Omnipotence, Juſtice to Avenge, 
Goyeraignty to call the Swearer to an ac- 
count, which makes an Oath by the 


| Name of God ſuch a folemn act, and gives 
: [{nisfation when done in truth and in the 


fear of God, in any controverſies between 
man and man: Which end in any other 
Oaths can never be attained, and why 


Twill you uſe any means that is not adap- 


ted in its own nature to reach the end, 
tay to uſe that as a means which indeed 


- | #none at all, which declares thee to be 
| weak in thy IntelleCtuals, as well as wick- 


ed in thy morals, to be a Man of no 
Face, and in this, of no more rea- 


l' 10. Compare the Religion that by divine 


Inftitution there 1s in an Oath and in prayers 
72 God, both parts of Gods Worſhip, 
jand then it will be hard to give a reaſon 
why you may not pray to any Creature 
that you ſwear by. One is proper to God, 
as well as the other, and if you your ſ-lves 
would abhor the motion, if made te you, 
tofalldown upon your Knees, and pray 
t the candle that burns, or to the light 


| Mat ſhines, or to the drink in your hand, 


learn 
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* karn at length to ſee the abſurdity of the 

. other alſo, and to Swear by Creatures ng} 
more. Mr. Perkins thus : An Oath may] |; 
not be made by the Creatures, tho they, 
be conſidered as ſigns and pledges of the 
. Preſence and Power of God, and tho when 1; 
they be named all the worlhip i in the Oath 
be direfted unto God, for the right man-. | 
ner of Swearing which the Scripture al- | 
lows, is, that our Oaths be ſimple, with: 
out fraud, direct and not oblique'Oarhs ; le $$. 
the authority of God be diminiſhes, of 
our Neighbour deceived, ( which is againſt Wh 
the order of humane Society ) or the Re-! I#. 
ligion of an Oath grow into contempt, as jo 
commonly it comes to paſs when it is made 
by the Creature, and therefore Chriſt way | 
ye ſhall not ſwear at all, neither by heaven, 


Ec 


WE, 'LY £4 


SECT. VI. 
Of Curſing. 


RJ; 
O this Diſcourſe of prophane Swear-\ff, 
| ing, I ſhall add a warning uiſto- ich | 
as are - much addicicd ta  Crrſing, and: |& & 
wiſhing lore and heavy evils to chemi a 
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the! [ad others : The very, mention of ſome 
10] [feof theſe. carrieth ſufficient; Cohiction 
nay! Jofthe: hainous evil-of 31.../:It! would make 
hey, | sMan-that; hath any; tenderneGiafGonſci- 
the. | ence, fear and -awe of God, or belief. of 
hen | gether World, to tremble, ahd fland'ama- 
Jath- zed atthe prophane: Curſngs'that:come out 
122-. 1 of ſome {Mens mouaths;/ whemrhey with to 
g al (others; Gods Yergennct on; lyau, he Plague 
ith-, of God xonfaund you, the: Curſe. of God go 
left Fai you, the. Pox take you, a' Rot take you, 
. 0t\ Fad many ſuch like, ſhameful tobe named : 
ink, What do..you mean, that God ſhould be 
Re. your beck, at your call. to put ;forth.his 
» ® | Þower, to:deſtroy others ( bis Children too, 
ade whon.ydw Curie) to pleaſe your: deviliſh 
aidy'? wenpefal - Paſſions,. and to. gratifie your 
"el, 'Inalicious humours ;?; 1s'it not ;an hainous 

- Jind audacious Prefumptibn-to, engage the 
— Jed God at.every-turn, fo: often in an 

' Powe, in ſach-deftraying wark, as ſuch fu- 

| Jkous fools uſe his Name; that be wonld do ? 

\\(s4his :yewr Cherity and Love unto your 
; 4 | yaboer? is this your way of Praying for 

* FOerS 7 : 


et” |\/ai Arid/indeed they have no better for | 


ich | ebioes; whe-ithour fear or wit, asif 
Ives? wy were: diſftracted.men.that :knew not 


mat 'rhey. ſay, cry ont, God confound my 
wo D Soul 3 
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Soul; and often in aday cry out, God Dany |, 
_ me! why in ſuch haſte, Sinner, why-:ar |, 
thou in {uch haſte.to be for ever Damned ? ho 
is Damnation ſuch x plealant'and defirable |; 
Portion? will itbe as eafie to bear it, asto |, 
Tiſh tor it? haſt thou loft the reaſon of a Pl 
Man ? can a Man, fo long as he is a Man, |, 
deſire to be miſerable; yea or a Devil ei-|j,; 
ther? if. God had heard thy ſelf-damning wel 
Prayer, and granted thee what thou didi |;. 
call upon him for, or Damned thee accor- jy 
ding tothy words, 'thou wouldit have had þygr 
ſo much. of Damnation 3» an hours time hajs 
that thou couldſt nor: be ſo wicked in Hell ”y 
as to ſay,'\God continue my Damnation, a \jy 
thou art here on Earth, in . calling :untoj,,, 
him to ſend thee thither : Beware, repent ,,1 
4n time, or thou ſhalt .have by wiſh to n lap 
/ Ree t 


/ 


eternal woe,” and have theſe ( milcalle 
Prayers ſully anſwered in the flames of Hell þg., 
3- But what: do you' mean by Curkogs dg + 
in the Devils Name, when you ſay, Thihy, 
Devil take me, the Devil fetch me, the De 4 
vil a bit : What! have you- changed yoit Þ6@, 
God, that you invocate the Devil ? are yollye , 
rurned Worſhippers of the- Devil:?. Invo-] ;- 
cation terminated upon God: is religious fyy | 
Worſhip ; what then do you! make. that; (y,c, 
' or What do you call that Os Pay "y 
| ented| 
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am \fanted to the Devil ? Oh! moſt monſtrous 
"art [wickedneſs ! who could belizve there 
ed? [ould be any ſuch in England, any luch 
able in Condor, did not ſuch horrid Execrations 
wt |rjms in our Ears as we pals along the 
of a |freets? And the 0'd ones are training up 
Man, other generation, for litcle Boyes have 
| el- [heir mouchs full of ſuch abominable ex- 
Ong \ireſſions. But if .you do thus rezounce 
dl the God of Heaven, and turn-unto the De- 
ccor> bil, and take im for your god, and cali” 
> had hoon him to take you, and to ferch you, © 
tm tes pleaſed with your wiſhes, and as toon 
Hells provoked God ſhall let him looſe and 
% # \jve him leave, he will do as thou calleſt 
unto _lnto him for, though ic be as foon as the 
pe; Fords are uttered by thy mouth : Oh turn 
Fo HY Ito the God of Heaven, who is better to 
ec Ree than the Devil is, will or can be; yea, 
ſetter to thee than thou art to thy lelf, or 
ri0B Ye the Devil had fetched thee our of thy- 
» * Bop, or out of thy Bed, or from thy Table, 
ve Dem thy Wife and Children, and conveyed 
= pee-to a place from which thou ſhouldſt 
e Youre returned no more for ever. 
119%] 4. And this he might have done while 
IU tion haſt been heaping up Curſe upon 
} ne on thy felf in this manner, Ler this 


N PI Drink never pals through me ! Lot ms never 
ſented F h if : eas 
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eat bread more ! Let me never ſtir out of 
this place alive ! &c, As if after yon had 
. *Curſed your lelves with 4 Dewv!! rake me, 
the Devil fetch me, in theſe you would 
teach him the way how he might come for 
you, and by what means he might fetch 
your Souls, though he ſhould leave your 
Bodies to worms and rottenneſs 'till the Re- 
{arrecion :; Conſider, | 

1. Inthele.ſorts of Imprecation, though! 
you pleaſe the Devil as he is Gods Eneny 
and an impure malitious Spirit, yet you 
abuſe the Devil himſelf as he is Gods Crea- 


ture, whom God did not make to have|: 
that power over the Souls of Men to have |; 


them as his own, as by theſe curſed Ex- 
preſſions you wiſh he might have overſ 


your ſelves and others. | 
2. Youallo abuſe your eat and Drink 

by ſuch Imprecations, to wiſh them the 

means of your -own or others — 


which. God created and gave to men fa}; 
their nouriſhment and pretervation of Liſe; | 
and as they be his Works by which:he }- 


makes known himlelf, his Goodneſs, Mer | fy, 


cy and Bounty unto Men are a part of bs|| 
Name, which you thus prophane, and|. 
( whereas they ſhould be received wit 


Prayer .and. Thankigiving ) in your waji] 
ve. take 1t 11 vain. Bulf 


* | fnp, lo let it be far 


{your own : For the 


. 
4 F 
. 
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But, (-to cloſe this particalar ) Let me 
defire theſe Curſers, who are alio Curſed, 
if they can compoſe themtelves intro a calrh 
ſedate temper but for a while, to read and 
ponder one part of Gods Word, recorded 
Pal. 109. 17. As he loved Curſing, ſolet it 
come unto him; as he delighted not in bleſ- 
| om him. 18. As he 
Cloathed himſelf with Curſing lite as with 4 


Þ garment, ſo let it come into his bowels like 


Water, «nd like Oil into his bones. 19. Let 


Þ| it be unto him as the garment which covereth 
"| bim, and for a girdle wherewith he is gird- 
'« continually : Prevent this ſacred prediCt- 


4 


Curſe, by repenting for and forſaking 
your wicked Curfing, and with Prayers: 


have | 
| Ez-4 
over Þ'and Tears in the Name of Chriſt upon your 


bended knees implore the Bleſſings of God: 
to come upon you, or elle if the place read 
become your Portion, you will be as miſe- 


honey under this, as you were wicked by 


final Sentence of the 
udge of all waits for you to whom it ſhall 

laid and done, as at. 25. 41. Depart 
"from me ye Curſed into everlaſting fire, pre- 
pared: for the Devil ( that then ſhall take 
thee to be with him ) aud his Angels: And 


| then in Hell thou wilr Curle thy {ſelf for 


bf Carſing thy ſelf ſo often upon Earth, by 


which 


I 
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which as well as by thy other fins thou | y 
broughteft thy felf ro thar curled place of 
torment, and-to ſuch a curled Crew of | « 
damned Creatures. 


————e— —__— 


SECT. Vil 
The V SE. 


1. T S this ſin of Swearing propkanely, and 

J of mens Curling them{elves and 0- 
thers fo. birterly, fo common, and fo hai- 
nous, Let all that have any tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, any Love to, or Reverenceof | 


\ 


on 


Gods holy dreadful Name. . ſtand amazed, 4: 
be aſtoniſhed, and wonder at the hardnels 
of mens Hearts, their fearleſneſs of God, 
and Torments of Hell, to commit ſuch fins, | 
and yet make fo light of them : Oh why 
do they not bitterly take on, and humble 

themſelves for ſo gteat Indignities and da- 
ring Aﬀronts caſt upon the iupream Maje 
ſty of Heaven and Earth ! Oh when will | 
they begin with Penitent Hearts in fervent 
Prayer religiouſly to call upon that bleſled 
God by whom they have fo long, fo often 
{worn prophanely ! when will they upon 
their Knees cry and call to the God of Hea- | | 
ven | 


ms. ft 
* 


W of 


hai- | ry of his Name, why do ye not put on: 
ſs of | your - mourning robes, and. cloath your 
ce of hee with-clends of darknefs ; or when: 
zed, $you ſet and go down from this Zorizon, 
neſs | why do ye not ſtay and hide your ſelves 
100, | there, as being aſhamed to rife again to- 
{ins, | us, and ' ſee the great diſhonour done a- 
why mong us to great 'Jehovahs Name? Of 
ible gon Mount Sina: that didſt tremble at the 
da- | piving of this Law, that Men ſhould not 
aje | rake Gods Name in vain, why. ſtandeſt 
will | thou ſtill, and doſt not quake at the daily 
ent | horrid violations of the ſame ! why do not 
led | the Heavens thunder at the foaming rage 
ten | of daring Sinners, againſt the God of Hea- 
Pon | ven! Oh Earth ! Earth! how canſt thon 
ea- | bear ſo preat a burden without pgroaning 
vea | W4 - under. 
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yen,” that their Hearts and Conſciences 
might be waſhed in the Blood of the onl 

caviour, which have. been {s much defiled 
by their Swearing iby it ! when will their 
Oaths by the wounds of Chriſt, he rurned 
ino fervent Prayers thar their Souls might 
be healed, ſanQified and ſaved by his 
| Wounds? Oh all ye Anzels of God that 
reverence his Nam-=, behold ' and wonder 
at the ſtapid, hardened, irreverent Sons 
of Men Oh! S«n, Mn, and Stars, thar 
by your light and motion declare the glo- 
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under it,. or doſt not cleave aſunder, that 


{uch audacious. Sinners. might. go to their | 


deſerved place ! 0G Sea, how canſt thoy 
refrain from overflowing the dry Land to 
waſh it, ſo polluted with the Prophanations 
of the Name of the God of Earth and Sea! 
thou ! alas! thou haſt nut Water enough 
to waſh away: this filth and guilt, which 


alonecan be done by the Wounds and Blogg | g,, 
of the only Saviour by which theſe Snoend, 


do ſo "prophanely Swear ! Oh Air ! whi; 
ther doſt. thou haſten ? ro what Parts, 
where there are no Inhabirants doſt thoy | 
ſpeed away qgt. of theſe Mens, mouths to 

purge thy ſelf,. to become iweet, who {q 


often art the ſtinking breath of. ſuch de. |, 
bauched Swearers ? But above all, mof jaft |; 


and righteous God! may we not wouder at 
thy Patience, that when thou canſt look 
theſe Prophaners of thy Name into the 


Grave, and frown them into Hell, canſt 


ſtop their breath at Picaſure, even with 
their Oaths in their mauths,. yet holdeſi 
thine hand, reſtraineſt the effects of thy 
Wrath {o long ! which might we adnure 
moſt, the bold Preſumption of theſe da 
ring Sinners, or Gods long forbearance to- 
wards them, ſo often committing this pr0- 
voking, aggravated fin! Lord ! let thisa / 
bundant + 


8 
4: 
| £ 


that 
their 
thoy 
1d to 
tions 
Sea | 


' | wked by you, but i 
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| 
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57 
bhundant Swearing which calls to Heaven 
for Vengeance, pur on. all that fear thy 
Name to more abundant Praying to pre- 
vent the Judgments which may make this 


Land to mourn. 


2 Uſe. This Doctrine ſends forth Sums 
mons to all that have been guilry of ſuch 


and deeply to Repent : Guilty ye are, 
?, [ puiltleſs God will not hold you in this 
4 matter, what will ye do? go on in your 
| in, or turn from ir ?. The fin is hainous, 


g hut x and Curſing, ſpeedily, heartily, 


God is jealons of his Name, his threat= 
nings againſt it are tevere, the Paniſhment 
is as certain as it is great, and the omniſci-: 


Jent God knows all the Perſons, the ſeve- 


ral Oaths, the time when, the place whey, 


[adthe Company in which all of them have: 


| 
| 


been uttered : O let the Repentance- and! 
Reformation be as general as the fin hath: 
been ; and alas! is {till unto this day. Par- 
don as yet might be obtained upon cendt- 
tion of Repentance and Faith in.Chriſt ; up: 
then, and haſten to the Throne of Graces, 
down upon your Knees; as yet this Go# 
whoſe Name yon have Propianed, doth: 
ft upon the Mercy-ſeat ; he hath been pro- 
s yet reconcileable te: 


5 YO uu: 9 
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you ; you have wronged him, but be is 
willing to pals by all the abuſes of his Name, 
if you will accepr of Mercy as Mercy is 
offered in the Goſpel : But if ye will Swear 
ſtill, and go on in an obſtinate courle of 


Rebellion againſt God, and die in this and | 


other ſins Impenitent and Unbelieving, fay 
you were told that you ſhall fall into eter: 
nal Condemnation. 


——_ 


SECT. VIIt. 


Examples of Gods TJudgments mpon 
| falſe Swearers. 


Warnings unto. all that live in the practice 


Ecauſe the Examples of Gods heavy 


Judgments upon others ſhould be |, 


of {uch ſins, that they have been inflicted 
upon others for, I ſhall give you ſome un-, 


Atount 


queſtionably true ;. hear and tremble,O read [y; 


and tremble, make not a jeſt or ſcorn of 
them, for God is the ſame in Juſtice, Pow- 
er, Holineſs, and. fin. is the ſame for its ms 
Izgnity and vileneſs, and though it. be '@u- 
ftomary, and grown in fafhiun, as if it 


by 


were an Ornament to Speech, yer it is 
mot. leſs evil in it ſelf, bur the more it a-., 
| bounds, 


y 
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 ]Cods 
raging. ſtill afres his manner, worſe and; 
Worle in. words, till at length paſſing on? 


hounds, the * more” God: is provoked,. and: 
an as eafily- ſhew his difpleaſure againſt 
you, for this ſin, as he hath again{t others :. 


I. 
thetime and Reign of King Edward there 


ther more Gentlemen together with their: 
Servants, being about the number of twenty. 
Horſemen; amongſt whom thisluſty Young- 
terentring into talk, began to ſwear moit 
[torribly,blaſpheming the Name of God, with: 

other ribaldry words befides : unto whom: 
Sore of the Company (who ts yet alive, and- 
vineſs hereof, viz. when this was written) 
[10t able to abide the hearing of ſuch Blal- 
phemous abomination, in gentle words- 
ſpeaking to-him, ſaid, He ſhould give an ac-. 
font for every idle Word ; the Gentleman - 
aking (nuff thereat,}//þy, {aid he, rakeft rhou- 
tought for me * take thought for thy Winding. 
= Well Cquoth the other ) amend, foy 

eat 


ver mor which did ride in Company with. 
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hele Examples teſtifie. 
Aﬀs and 401. vol. 3. pag. 961. In 


in Cornwall a certain Inſty young: 


mo no warning ; for as ſoon cometly 
mos Skin to tne Market 5 av old Sheops., 
Wounds | ſaid he, care not thou for me, 


Lhgige 
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their Journey,they came riding over a grent 
Bridge, ſtanding over a piece of an arm of 
the Sea ; upon which Bridge this Gentleman 
Swearer {purr'd his Horſe in ſuch-ſort, as he 
ſprang clean over with the Man on his back, 
who as he was going, cried, ſaying, Horſe 
and Man,and all torhe Devil, Mr. Haines 
a Miniſter, was he that did reprove him, and 
a witnels of his: death, and Bzſhop Ridley, 
then Biſhop of Loadox, Preached the ſame 
fact and Example at Parls Croſs, 
-- 


2.,1f you are given to {wearing in your 
health, and purpoſe to. repent when yau 
are fick and near to Death, truſt not to 
avy iuch flattering. of your {elyes, for if: 
you lo ſerve the Devil when you are ſtrong, 
God might juſtly give you up to the'poy- * 
er of your fin when Sick, as one: fearful 
Example is related'hy that famous: Robert 
Boulten 1na Sermon at Nerthampton at the 4 
Aſhzes, in thele words; I knew a man. 
(.mark the certainty, he knew the Man) 
which 1m his life time was given to that fear- 
ful Blaſphemons ſin of Swearing,who coming to 
his Death bed, Satan ſe fill'd bes heart with 
a maaded and tiraged greedinefs after. that 
(moft gainlefs ana pieaſurclefs. Sin) that tho 
himſf [were as faſt and furiwifly as he could, 
| yer 


. -þ. 
#- : 
£ . : "7 
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t( as tho he had been already among the 
Bamtiings and Blaſphemies of Hell ) he de- 


| ferately deſired the ſtanders-by to help him 


with Oaths,and to Swear for him. Incredible 
rage, prodigious fury ! 


..3. Another. Example of a -Swearer in 


hs health, that was a Swearer at-his death, 
Mr. Perkins relates, of a Serving-man in 


 Tincolnſhire, who for every trifle uſed to 


ſwear by Gods precions Blood, and would 
not be warned by his friends, till at length 
falling into a grievous ſickneſs, he was a- 
min much per{waded by his friends to re- 
pent, which counſel he till rejected, and 


+ hearing the Be/| to toll, in the very pains 
ofdeath, he ſtarted up, faying and Swear- 


ing, Gods Wounds ! the Bell tolls for me, but 
be ſhall not have me yet : Whereupon the 
blood iſſued out- in a moſt fearful manner 
from all the joynts of his body, from Month, 
Noſe, Wriſts, Knees, Heels, and Toes, 
and other parts of his Body, and 1o he di- 
ed. How vainly do men flatter themſelves 
in Swearing when. well, promiſing to Re- 
pent when they fhall be ſick, 


4. Mr. Clark relates an Eximple of 
Geds heavy hand upon ia Curling Swear- 


Ug, 
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ing Man, Anno Chriſts 1649. atteſted by 
good witnefles : About the end of June there 
was a Man at Ware, going with foms 
others to waſh himlelf in the River : But 
finding the water ſhallow, he asked if 
there was no deeper place for him to 
Swim in: Some told him that there was 
not far off a deep Pit, but it was very 
dangerous, and therefore adviſed him .to 


take- heed how he went into it: to whom - 


he- anſwered, God damn me, if it be a 
deep as Hell, I will go into it.” Which ac- 
cordingly he did, but immediately ſunk 
to-the bottom; never riſiag again, but was 
there drowned. 


5-. Luther on 1 Cor. 15. reports of one. 


in Germany, of a moſt wicked life, who. 
at almoſt every word he ſpake, the De- 
vil. was at one: end. Now it happened 
on a time as he was pafling over a Bridge 
he fell down, and as he was falling, cri- 
- ed out, Hoiſt up with an hundred Devils; 


which was no foon=r ſpoken, bur the De-. 


vil whom. he calleJ 2n fo ofc, was at his 
Elbow to ſtrangle and carry him away with. 
him. : 


& Anno Chriſts 15541. there: lived in 
a. 
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a City of. Savoy, a Man who was a mon- 
trons Swearer and Curſer, and tho he 


| was often admoniſhed and- blamed for it, 


yet would he by no means mend his man- 
ners: Ar length a great Plague happening 
in the City, he wichdrew himſelf with his 
Wife, and a Kiniwoman into a Garden" 
which he had : Where being again ad- 
moniſhed to give over his wickedneſs, he 
hardned his heart more, Swearing, Blaf- 
| pheming God, and giving himſelf to -the 
Devil, and immediately the Devil ſnatch; 
edhimup, his Wife and Kinſwoman look- 
ing on, and carried him quite away. 


to the place, and. examined the two Wo- 
men, who juſtified the truth of it. Clark. 


| The Magiſtrates advertiſed hereof, went 


7, The ſame Author relates, That at 


| Ofter in the Dutchy of dagalopole, a wice 
ked Woman ufed in her Curſings, to give 


hes ſelf, Body and Soul to the Devil, and 
being reproved for it, ſhe ſtill. continued: 
| the fame, till ( being at a Wedding Feaſt-) 
the Devil came in Perſon, and carried her 
vp into the Air, with. moſt horrible out- 
cries and roarings, and in that fort carri- 
ed her round about the Town, that the 
lahabitants. were ready to die with fear :. 


And 
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And by and by tore her in four pieces, 
leaving her four quarters, in four fevera[ 
High-ways, and then brought her Boy: 
els to the Marriage-feaſt, and threw them 
upon the table before the Maior of the 
Town, ſaying, Behold, theſe Diſhes of Meat 
belong to thee, whom the like aeſtruftion 
watteth for, if thou doſ# not amend thy wic« 
ked life. As the Devil is Gods Execution- 


er to inflict puniſhments upon wicked per- - 


ſons, fo at Gods command he may be a 
Meſſenger to confeſs the Truth, and re- 
prove and warn others of their vitious 
converſation; and what Swearers are they 
that 'will go on in this their Sin, tho God, 


and Minitters, and Devils too, overruled + 
by God, do threaten them with deſtruction. 


for it. 


- 8, In the Reign of Queen El:zabeth, 
there was in the City of London, one Am 
Averies Widow, who forſwore her ſelf for 
a little money that ſhe ſhould have patd 
for fix pounds of Towe at a ſhop in Wood- 
ftreet : For which caule being ſuddenly or- 
prized with the Juſtice of God, ſhe fell 
_ down tpeechleis forthwith, and caſt' up at 
her mouth in great abundance and with 
borrible ſtink, that matter which. by na- 

. cures 
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tures courfe ſhould have voided downwards, 
and ſo died, to the Terrour of all Perjured 
and. forſworn Wretches, Theat. of Gods 


Tuagments. 


g. A certain Paſſenger coming into an 
Inn, and gave a budget to his Hoſt to be 
kept ; in which there was a great Sum of 
Mopey : But when he demanded. it again 
at his departure, the Hoſt denied it, and 


gave him injurious words, with many mocks 
and taunts : Whereupon the paſſenger call- 
eth him in queſtion before the Judge, and 
becauſe he wanted Witneſles,defired to have 
him{worn, who without all ſcruple offered 


4 to Swear and proteſt that he never recei- 


ved or concealed any ſuch Budget of Mo: 
ney from him, giving himſelf to the Devil, 
 ifhe ſworefalſly : The Paſſenger ſeeing his 
forwardueſs to damn himſelf, demanded 

reſpit to.confider of the matter ; and going 
| out he meets with two Men, who.enquire 
the cauſe of his coming thither, and being 


| informed by him, offer their help unto 


him in his cauſe ; thereupon they return un- 
tothe Judge, and theſe rwo unknown per- 
lons juſtifie that the Budget was delivered 
unto the Hoſt, and that he had hidden 
it-in fuch'a place : Whereat the Hoſt 


| bing. aſtoniſhed, by his countenance and 


ceſture 
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geſture diſcovered his ouiltineſs : The: 


Judge whereupon reſolved to ſend him 
to Priſon. 
nefles ( who were indeed two Fiends «f 
Hell ) began to ſay, You ſhall not need, for 
we arc ſent to puniſh his wickedneſs: and {9 
laying, they hoiſted htm up into the Air, 
where he vaniihed with them, and was ne- 
ver after found. 1dem. 


10. The ſame Author ſpeaks of a dread. 
ful inftance of Gods wrath, upon one at 
that very time when he wrote, ſaying, At 


- this day we have an Example freſh and 


famous, of a certain Maid that had ſtoln 
and pilfered many things away ont of her 
Miſtreſſes houſe ; of which being examin- 
- ed, ſhe forſwore them, and wiſht that ſhe 
might rot, if ſhe ever touched them, or 
knew of them: But notwithſtanding ſhe 
was carried to prifon ; and there pretently 
began fo to rot, and ſtink, that they were 
forced ro thruſt her out of Priſon, and-1o 
convey her to the Hoſpital, where ſhe ltes 
( meaning when he did write ) in lamenta- 
ble milery,repenting as they ſay of her foul 
' fin, Tbid. p. 417. 


II. Narciſſu Biſhop of Jeruſalem, famous 
for virtues, was acculed falſely of unchaſtity, 


Burt the two unknown Wit. 


| 


by oh 
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by three Men, and to prove their accuſati- 
ons tru2, they bound it with Oaths and Cur- 


| fes; the firſt laid, IF lie, Ipray God Tmay 


periſh by Fire: the ſecond, If I ſay anything 
bat tru: h, 1 pray God I might be conſumed by 
ſome filthy and cruel Diſeaſe : the third, /f 7 
accuſe him falfly, 1 pray God I may be aepri- 
ved of my fight and become Blind. But theſe 
 orfworn accuſers by their deaths witneſſed 
his Innocency, which by their words they 
Impugned. For the firſt, his houſe being feton 
fire extaordinarily, periſhed in the Flame, 
with all his Family and progenie. The ſe- 
cond Ianguiſhed away with an irkſome dif- 
caſe that beſpread his body all over. The 
- third, ſeeing the woful wok of his Compa- 
tions, confeſſed- all their Villany, and la- 
menting his caſe and crime, wept till both 
_— were out. Exſeb. lib. 6. Cap. 8. in 
beat, 


12, One hearing Perjury condemned in 
a Pulpic by a learned Preacher, and how 1t 
| never eſcaped unpuniſhed, faid ina bravery, 


| lkzve often forſmorn my ſelf, and yet my 


nght hand is not a whit (hortey than my left. 
Which words he had ſcarce- uttered, when 
uch an Inflamation aroſe in that hand, that 


te was conſtrained to go to the Chy _—_— 
| an 
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and cut it off, leſt it ſhould infec his whole | 
Body : and ſo his right hand became ſhort. | 
er than his left, in recompence of his Per. 
jury, which he lightly efteemed of. Theat. | 


13, Uladiflau King of Hungary, made a 
peace with the Turks, the Articles were en. 
groſſed in both languages, with a ſolemn 


.mation of the {ame ; the King of Hungary 
brake it, and went with his Army againſt 
the Turks, there was a long and ſharp bat- 
tel, till Amurath perceiving his ſide to de. 
cline, and al moſt overcome, pulled out of 
his boſom theArticles of the aforeſaid peace, | 
.and lifting up his eyes to Heaven, uttered., 
theſe ſpeeches : 6 Feſw Chriſt, theſe are the 

Leagues that thy Chriſtians have made, and 

confirmed by Swearing by thy Name, and yet 


'Oath taken by both Parties for the confir- 4 | 


as they ſay thou art, revenge this injury which 4 
7s offered both thee and me, and puniſh theſe 
truce-breaking Varlets. He had ſcarce ended. 
theſe ſpeeches, but the Chriſtians courage 
abated, Vladiſlaus was ſlain,his whole Army 
was difcomfited and all his People putto the 
Sword, ſavea few that fled : a great ſlaugh- 
ter was made among the People, for they 
ſpared none, but haled them miſerably in 


have broken them again : If thou beeſt a God, 4 


pieces, 


jhic 


Ibid. 
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| pieces, and executed a ſore Judgment of 
God for the Perjury that was committed. 


In Scripture there are many Inſtances, 


. 14. Shimes for breach of Oath was put to ' 
death, 1 King. 2. 42, 46. 


15. For Breach of Oath with the Gibeo- 
nees, there was a famine in the days of Da- 
vid three years, ſeven ſons of Saul hanged, 
becauſe Sar! had broke the Oath, 2 Sam. 


21, 1, 249- 
16, Fezebel ſuborning falſe Witneſſes a- 


ow Naboth, 1 King, 21.9,10.. was eaten 
y dogs,that there was nothing of her found, 


but her Scull,and the Feet,and the palms of her 
Hands. 2 King. 9. 35,3653% ; 


q 17. Zeaeatah King of Fudah, for Perjury 


and other ſins, was overcome by Nebuchad- 
nezzar King of Babylon. Zedekiah was taken, 
his Sons ſlain before his Eyes, after that 
his Eyes were put out, and was bound in 
Fetters of braſs, and carried into Bebylor, 
2 King, 25.6, 7. Compare Exzck,17.12,13- 
15,16,18,19,20,2 1. 

Let 


| 


is YA 
9 
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Let theſe Examples of Gods revengi 30n 

Jaſtice upon multitades for curſin 
twearing,be a warning to all, thar ik 
ware thereof, and a loud call to all had 
guilty, ſpeedily, fincerely to repent, * 
to Petition the God of Heaven for their pays: 
don, leſt his revenging wrath ſeize themin# 
thislife, and make them Examples to 
thers, that would not take warning by y 
heavy Judgments inflicted upon others; and; 
not only here, but purſue them after des 
into another World, and there rake You 
geance on them in eternal Flames with pi 
and puniſhment proportionable to ſuch «-\ 
Sravated Sins. 


